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Resume of Thomas M. Pors

PERSONAL:

Born April 26, 1957
Marshfield, Wisconsin

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Law Office of Thomas M. Pors
Sole proprietor, 2001-

Thomas has been practicing water law in the state of Washington
for almost forty years. He has significant experience helping
clients obtain new water right permits and change/transfer
approvals. He is also experienced with water right adjudications;
Water Code enforcement and defense of penalties; municipal water
system planning and water right assessments; and litigation in all
courts regarding water rights. He is a frequent speaker on water
rights issues at local and regional seminars and conferences.

Foster Pepper & Shefelman PLLC
Seattle, Washington
Member, 1999-2001
Of Counsel, 1995-1998
Associate, 1990-1994

Perkins Coie
Seattle, Washington
Associate - 1988-1990

Brown, Winfield & Canzoneri
Los Angeles, California
Associate - 1985-1986

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker

Los Angeles, California
Associate - 1982-1985

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

EDUCATION:

University of Wisconsin-Madison, J.D., cum
laude, 1982

University of Wisconsin-Madison, B.S., cum
laude, 1978

HONORS AND AWARDS:

Dean’s Outstanding Academic Achievement
Award, 1982

American Jurisprudence Awards for Real
Estate Transactions and Agency/Partnership,
1981

Wisconsin Land Title Association Prize, 1981
ADMITTED TO PRACTICE:

Washington, 1988

California and Wisconsin 1982

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit, 1983

Local and Regional Federal District Courts in
Washington and California

Washington State Bar Association, Member, Environmental and Land Use Law Section, 1991- 2001; 2012- present;
Editorial Board, Environmental and Land Use Law Section Newsletter, 1991-1997

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS:

Program Co-chair and Speaker, 24", 25% and 28" Annual Conference on Water Law in Washington,” Law Seminars
Int’l., 2015, 2016 and 2019; Moderator and/or Speaker in 2017, 2018 and 2020.

Author and Speaker, The Seminar Group, “Cases of Note,” November 2023; “Emerging Public Policy Issues,”
November 2021; and "Mitigated Water Rights in Central Washington,” June 2016.



Author and Speaker, Washington State Bar Association, Environmental and Land Use Law 2018 Mid-Year Meeting,
“ESSB 6091 — Part 3 the Potential for Mitigation Flexibility.”

Author and Speaker, "The Impact of Instream Flow Rules and Supreme Court Decisions On Water Availability and Land
Use," King County Bar Association, March 2016.

Author and Speaker, “The Intersection of Water Rights and GMA,” Wash. State Association of Municipal Attorneys,
October 2014.

Author and Speaker, “Swinomish v. Ecology, Perspectives on the Path Forward,” Law Seminars Int’l., July 2014.

Author and Speaker, “Legal Availability of Groundwater,” Hydrology for Lawyers, Law Seminars International, March
13,2014.

Author and Speaker, “Current Issues in Municipal Water Law,” The Seminar Group, September 27, 2012.
Author and Speaker, “Case Law Update,” Water Right Transfers in 2012, Law Seminars International, August 28, 2012.
Author and Speaker, “Ethics for Water Right Practitioners,” Law Seminars International, June 3, 2011.

Author and Speaker, “The Role of Mitigation and ACQ in the Transfer Process,” Water Right Transfers 2011, The
Seminar Group, Seattle, May 19, 2011.

Program Chair and Speaker, “Water Right Transfers,” The Seminar Group, Seattle May 2009

Author and Speaker, “Legal and Practical Issues in Ground Water Mitigation,” Washington Water Law 2008
Conference, Law Seminars International, Seattle, April 2008.

Panel Member and Presenter, “Fundamentals of Water Law in Washington,” National Business Institute, Seattle, April
2005 and October 2001.

Panel Member and Presenter, “The Municipal Perspective on HB 1338,” 12 Annual WSBA Water Law Seminar,
Tukwila, December 2003.

Panel Member and Presenter, “Resolving Water Disputes,” 11" Annual WSBA Water Law Seminar, SeaTac, November
2002.

Panel Leader & Speaker on Endangered Species Act Issues, 8th Annual Growth Management Act Conference, Law
Seminar International, September 1999.

Speaker, “Local Implementation of Regulatory Reform: The Future of Salmon,” Law Seminars International,
February 1999.

Organizer and Speaker, “Municipal Water Rights Uncertainties After Theodoratus v. Ecology,” a Foster Pepper &
Shefelman PLLC Seminar, September 1998.

Instructor, Annual Conference on Washington Water Law, Law Seminars International, 1996-98.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:

Rural Water Supply Strategies Workgroup, Washington Department of Ecology, 2014-2016
Water Resources Advisory Committee, Washington Department of Ecology, 1999 - present
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